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In an effort to assess community college students'’

knowledge of the liberal arts, the Center for the Study of Community
Colleges developed and field tested a student survey and General
Academic Assessment (GAA) instrument. The GAA was completed by a
sample of 8,024 students at four large, urban community college
districts. The scores werc cross tabulated by selected student
characteristic variables (».g., age, athnicity, native language, and
reason for attending college) and selected educational background

variables (e.g., the number ol college units already completed by the

student, and the nvmber of social science courses the student had
taken prior to the GAA test). The social science portion. of the GAA
focused on knowledge of society, government, and history. On these
sections, older students scored higher than younger students. A
comparison of the scores of students who had completed less than 15
college units with the scores of students who had completed 60 or
more units indicated that there were no great differences among
ethnic groups in the rate of gain in social sciences. The native
language of the student appeared to be a significant factor in the
social science section of the GAA, with native English speakers
gcoring 5.17 compared to 4.12 for non-Native English speakers. Those
students attending college to satisfy a personal interest scored
higher than those intending to transfer or receiving occupational
training. There appeared to be a positive correlation between the
number of semester hours completed and scores on the social science

section of the GAA.
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L) Inaneffort to assess commmity college students' knowledge

of the liberal arts, the Center for the Study of Community
Colleges developed and field-tested a student survey and general
acaemic assesseent.  This General Acaderic Assesssent (GAR! has
represantative nusbers of itews in the humanities, sciences,
social sciences, mathewatics, ind English usage. In addition, it
contains such background itews about the students as age, the
nusber of college credits earned, educational and occupational
aspirations, self-assessment of their skills, and the nusber of
liberal-arts courses taken.

During 1982 and 1984, a sample of 8,024 students at four
large urban cosmunity college districts (Los Angeles, Chicago,
Miami-Dade, and St. Louis) completed the BAA instrusent. The
samle was obtained by taking every twentieth eligible class
section in each of the districts' schedule of classes. Only
sections with academic transfer—credits were alipitle; students
taking resedial classes, vocational-technical classes, aduli
education, or community services courses exclusively were not
included,

This ERIC digest examines how well the students did on the
social science portion of the 6AR.  The nature of the sociil
science test itews is first discussed, followed by a series of
tables that detail scores by ethnicity, age, and educationa!
background,

Test itews in the social section of the GAR assess student
knowledge of society, government and history. Exasples are
provided below:

Jf the following, a rimitive
society with little economc
specialization 1s most likely
to have:

The Supreme Court decides
its cases on the hases of:

(R) many sacial reforsers

(B) a oemocratic goverrwent

(C) a set of well understood
sociul mores

(D) a h.gh degree of social
wobility

(E} a high incidence of men-
tal maladjustuent

(R) simple majority

(B) two-thirds majority
(C) three-fourths majority
(D) unanimous decision

TE027

Some itews were provided by the National Assessment of
Educational Progress and others were made available on loan by
the Educatiomal Testing Service. Selection mwas wade by a panel
of staff mesbers from comunity colleges in Chicago, Dallas, Los
Angeles, Phoenix, and St. Louis. A total of 7! items in social
cni-':i-: was used on the five forms of the 60A. Scores on the
ERIC
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social science sectior, were aggregatsd and corverted to ten-point
scale scores,

In the following tables, the GAA scores are cross tabulated

by selected Stucent Characteristic variables and celected
Educational background variables.,  Student characteristics
encompass age, ethnicity, native language, and reason for

attending college; Educational background variables include the
nuaber of college units already completed by the student, and the
number of social science courses that the student has taken prior
to the GAA test. Each table shows, in rank order, the w2an
social science score on a scale of 1 to !0,

I. . 1 Scores Cross Tabulated by Studeat Characteristics
A. Mean Scores by Student Age

In general, older ctudents scored higher than younger
students.

Age Mean Number
Over 58 6. 19 %
AL~ 5.33 3%
3 -4 5.3t 8%
21 -39 4,86 3,245
o8 or less 4 3,219
Entire Population 4,93 1,838

B. Mean Scores by Ethnic Group

Data comparing the scores of students who had compieted §-14
college units with the scores of students who had cospleted 69 or
wre units indicate that there are nu great differences among
ethnic groups in the rate of gain in social sciences.  Although
beginning Black students scored lower than beginning Hispanics,
the rate of gain for Black students is higher than that for
Hispanics,

 Ethnic Group Mean N Mean N Differentia
2-14 Units 60 or more
units
fislan 3.65 166 3,3 138 .n
Black 4,01 3 4.88 278 .87
Hispanic 4,58 49 4,89 197 i
White .25 936 6.5 37 1,31
Other 4,51 9 4,81 52 .30
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C. Mean Scores by shether or not English is the Native Language

The native language of the student appears to b2 a
significant factor in the social science section of the &M,
Native Emglish speakers scored 5.17 while those whose rative
language is not English scored 4.12,

D. Mean Scores by Reason for Ritending College
Students attend comsunity colleges for a variety of reasons,

Those attending to satisfy a personal interest scored higher than
those intending to tramsfer or receiving occupational training.

| Reason for fttending Mean __ Nusber
Personal Interest 5.32 568
Transfer 4.9 4,433
Advance in Gecupation 4.8 %
Enter Occupatior, AT7 2,139
Entire Population 4.9 7,862

E Mean Scores by Self-Rating of Ability to Understand Political
Ideologies

Students taking the SAR were asked to rcte thewr ability to
understand different political ideologies as compared to other
students in their college.  Those who rated themselves highly
150 scored high on the social science section of the 6AA.

| Rating _ Nean Nusber;
Exceltent S.82 1,848
Good .17 3,014
Fair 4.60 2,975
Poor 422 887
Entire Population 4,93 1,924

II. 6AA Scores Cross Tabulated by Educational Background
R Mean Scores by Nusber of Completed College Units
There appears to be a positive correlation between the

nusber of semester hours completed and scores on the social
science section of the GAA,

| Num,  Of Units Completed Mean Number
68 or more 5.591 1,265
5-939 S.13 1,05

30 -4 4.88 1,3%
15-29 4,680 1,635

0 - 14 4,64 2,213

O “ntire Popylation 4.9 T, 566

IToxt Provided by ERI

8. Mean Scores by Number of Social Science Course Taken

When all student populations are serged, there appears a
positive correlation between the nusber of social science courses
taken ant scores on the social science section of the 6AA. Data
comparing ethnic groups indicate Asians had the bighest rate of
pain.

 Ethnic Group Mean N Mean N Differential
No Courses 3 or More
Courses
Al]l Students 4,68 2,378 5.65 1,828 1.8
fisian 3.65 53 480 13 .15
Black 4,04 % 5.03 41 .9
Hizpanic A 42 438 35,16 308 T4
white 5.3 98 6,35 854 1.03
Other A 86 5.15 81 .80

The 6AA is seant to assess students' knowledge of the
liberal arts in comunity crileges. The social science section,
as well as the others, wis designed specifically to assess the
learning of cohorts of students, not individual students. The
data from the GAR 4ill be used as a tool to aid in program
plamning, curricular modifications, and to gaugce institutiora!
outcomes. More information about the 6AR may be obtainei from:

Center for the Study of Community Colleges
Research Director: Florence B, Brawer
1847 Bayley RAvenue

Riley, Michelle, The Community College General Academic
Ascesseent: tos Angeles District, 1983, Los Angeles:
Center for the Study of Community Colleges, 1984,

ED number not yet assigned.

filey, Miche!le. The Community College General Academic
fAssessment: Miami-Dade Comwunity College District,
1983. Los fngeles: Center for the Study of Comwunity
Colleges, 1984,
ED number not yet assigned.

ERIC Ligests examining other sections of the GAR are
ava:lable from the ERIC Clearinghouse for Junior Colleges; 8118
Math Sciences Building; UCLR; Los Angeles, California 9024,
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